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Press Information


FEEDS position paper on electrical safety for the electrical engineering community
This positioning paper on domestic electrical safety has resulted from the research and analysis carried out by the FEEDS group over the past 10 months and on Dec 11, 2002, the FEEDS forum met in Paris, during ELEC, to discuss the final draft.

FEEDS, the Forum for European Electrical Domestic Safety, under the aegis of FISUEL, is made up of 5 institutional partners (see list enclosed), for whom “electrical safety in the home” is a key issue.  This group aims to promote best practice in electrical installation, inspection and regulation of safety, especially as it relates to existing domestic electrical systems.

The FEEDS position paper both combines the existing knowledge on electrical safety and presents new research into the consequences of improving the situation. It consists of following sections:

· definition of electrical safety

· status of electrical safety in 12 countries

· overview of fire statistics and casualties from electrical incidents

· overview of EU housing stock and electrical renovation rates

· current regulation on electrical safety, or lack of. Definition of best practice regulation

· macro-economic cost-benefit analysis of regulating safety

Key findings:

· The basic definition of electrical safety consists of 5 elements: correct earthing, earth leakage protection, over-current protection, correct sizing of wires, over-voltage protection.

· Less than 50% of existing dwellings can be described as “electrically safe”. Throughout Europe (EU + Accession countries), over 90 million dwellings’ electrical installations need inspection and consequently renovating to make them electrically safe. This can only get worse if no action is taken to improve the situation.

· Regulation on periodic inspection is largely non-existent in most countries. Where this is not the case, it is not implemented in practice.

· The consequence of reducing safety standards is that 5-6,000 lives will be lost over the next 10 years.

· Taking action can greatly benefit society beyond the dramatic reduction in deaths & injuries. There are significant economic consequences of eliminating financial waste and generating individual and state income from job creation and welfare improvement.

· A number of countries have started to take action, with encouraging results.

The paper will be presented at the 2nd International Workshop for Domestic Electrical Safety, to be held in Barcelona on March 19, 2003. The full paper is available from the following web address:

http://www.electric-safety.org/PositionPaper.htm
FEEDS welcomes comments on this paper. Comments should be sent before April 30, 2003 to:

Gorham & Partners

J Manson [44] 207 370 1263

jonathanm@gorham.org
European Copper Institute

H De Keulenaer [32] 2 777 70 84

hdk@eurocopper.org 

Further information on the Barcelona Conference can be found on:

http://electric-safety.org/events.htm
FEEDS PARTNERS
AIE: 
Association Internationale des Electriciens 
European Association made up of 19 national associations of electrical installers.
Contact: E Schellekens - [32] 2 253 42 22 - evelyne.schellekens@aie-elec.org 
www.aie-elec.org
ECI: 
European Copper Institute
ECI is the trade association of the copper industry, part of a global network through International Copper Association, with 200 employees and 30 offices.
Contact: H De Keulenaer – [32] 2 777 70 84 – hdk@eurocopper.org 


www.eurocopper.org
Gorham & Partners works closely with ECI in both the project’s research and analysis and its management.
Contact: J Manson – [44] 207 370 12643 – jonathanm@gorham.org 

www.gorham.org
EUROPACABLE: 
Created in 1991, Europacable is the European Confederation of 16 national associations of cable manufacturers. It represents 90% of the European cable industry and more than 200 manufacturers.
Contact: M Kelly - [44] 1483 721646 – m.kelly@europacable.com

www.europacable.com
FISUEL:
International Federation for the Safety of Electricity Users is a federation which brings together a number of actors sharing a common objective, namely the promotion of electrical safety by working for the setting up of installation inspection systems and their harmonisation in terms of reference standards, procedures and methods.
Contact: D Hannotin [33] 1 44 05 84 32 - d.hannotin@wanadoo.fr 


or M Prudhomme [33] 6 75 75 02 36 – michel.prudhomme@consuel.com

www.fisuel.com 

UIE:
International Electricity Applications Union is made up of associated members from more than 15 countries. The Union was set up in 1953 with the aim of promoting the rational use of electrical energy and encouraging its development.
Contact: M Machiels [33] 1 41 26 56 48 - Uie@uie.org

www.uie.org
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