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Press release





Paris, 15 June 2006

Copper Recycling – a response to the waste from electrical and electronic equipment and the growing need for raw materials

Paris, 15 June 2006 – The demand for raw materials and the application of the European Directive on the reprocessing of electrical and electronic waste (referred to as “WEEE”) is making the recycling of copper a highly topical subject. 43% of copper requirements in Europe are covered by recycling.

Recycling WEEE: objective 4 kg/inhabitant/year by end 2006

The French recycling industry is organised so that, by 31 December, it will meet the objectives set by the EC directive concerning WEEE
. The copper in this waste, such as mobile phones and computers at the end of their lives, can represent 5 to 18% of its weight. This “race to recycle” has come at just the right time to meet the growing needs for raw materials, as demonstrated by the regular increase in copper prices over the last 2 years.

Copper: a key material for the recycling effort

Copper is never thrown away. It is used, recycled, and re-used easily and indefinitely without any loss of quality or performance. In fact there is no difference between the recycled metal and the metal obtained from mining. This added value has given rise to an entire high technology industrial infrastructure, which today covers 43% of copper requirements in Europe
.

Share of recycled copper in the total use of copper, at 31 December 20042:
	
	Total use (thousands of tonnes)
	Amount obtained from recycling
	Percentage
	(% in 2003)

	Europe
	6350
	2732
	43%
	42%

	The World
	22450
	7778
	35%
	34%


At world level, 35% of copper needs are met by the recycling of waste containing copper (computer and electronic equipment, taps and valves, domestic appliances, etc.).
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France is not outdone in the recycling area, and has several notable sites, including the Trefimetaux Brass factory at Boisthorel, in the Orne region.

Every day, 450 tonnes of brass (an alloy of copper and zinc) emerge from this factory in the form of coils and drums and other half-finished industrial products ready for use. This site has existed for over 150 years, and currently handles some eighty thousand tonnes of waste per year. As a result of its unique expertise, it supplied brass and architectural bronzes to the whole world.

High-definition photos and press kit available on request

The European Copper Institute is a joint venture b etween the world’s mining companies (represented by the International Copper Association, Ltd.) and the European copper industry. Its mission is to promote copper’s benefits to modern society across Europe through its Brussels office and its network of eleven Copper Development Associations.  www.eurocopper.org.
� Directive 2002/96/EC, known as the “WEEE Directive”.


� Source: International Copper Study Group (ICSG), Lisbon, May 2006.
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