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October 16th, 2009

SIEF Progress and Status for Copper (EINECS: 231-159-6)

 

The European Copper Institute is authorised to act on behalf of the SIEF Facilitator for copper, Aurubis AG, (formerly Norddeutsche Affinerie AG) to communicate the following information to all SIEF participants for copper.

 

This Substance Information Exchange Forum (SIEF) provides the mechanism for all legal entities, who have pre-registered copper metal, to organise themselves in compiling the technical parts of the registration dossier. 
This activity is separate to the REACH Copper Consortium, managed by ECI, which has been formed by the copper industry for this specific purpose. Members of the Consortium have full access to the technical information derived from the Risk Assessment, carried out by ECI between 2001 and 2005, and which was approved by due process of the EU in April 2008.

 

The main activities of a SIEF are: 

· Election of the Lead Registrant 
· Agreement on information to be jointly submitted: 

· Joint submission of the hazard data-set and any testing proposals (mandatory) 

· Joint submission of the Chemical Safety Report and Guidance on Safe Use (voluntary)
· Data-sharing 

· Agreement upon Classification & Labelling of the substance 
Agreement on Substance Identity and Election of Lead Registrant  

Following the end of the pre-registration phase, ECI communicated, using the contact addresses provided by the > 5,000 pre-registrants to ECHA, a proposal that Aurubis AG be appointed Lead Registrant for copper. This January 2009 communication also contained a proposal to differentiate between copper metal (>99.9%) and other materials having elemental copper contents >80 and <99.9%. No pre-registrant raised any objection to this proposal.
Click here to see the Consortium's approach to the impact of REACH on different stages of the copper value chain (substance, intermediates and articles).
Compilation and Submission of Dossier
A Joint Registration dossier, under preparation with the Members of the REACH Copper Consortium, will be submitted by the Lead Registrant in summer 2010. All Consortium Members will refer to it when submitting their own registration dossiers.
For your information, the status of the Joint Registration dossier is as follows:

· Chemical Safety Assessment & Report: ECI managed the preparation of a Voluntary Risk Assessment (VRA) for copper metal and a number of copper compounds. This comprehensive initiative, covering the EU 15, took five years to complete. It was submitted to the European Authorities in 2005, with their review completed in April 2008. The VRA, which provides 90% of the requirements of the REACH registration dossier for copper, has now been officially published on the ECHA website. 

· Exposure Data Gap Analysis: extension from EU 15 to EU 27 is ongoing. 

· Data entry to IUCLID5: joint dossier parts (IUCLID5 Sections 4 to 7 & 13) are ongoing 

· Identification of Uses of Substance - ongoing, but close to completion since based on the VRA 

· REACH Exposure Scenarios: mainly developed in the VRA, with the approach being to adopt Generic Exposure Scenarios (vs. application specific). 
Access to Technical Dossier for non-Consortium Members

SIEF members will be able to purchase a 'Letter of Access (LoA)' from the Consortium that grants permission to refer to the Joint Dossier for the specific purpose of REACH registration. The LoA is intended primarily for companies whose registration tonnages require them to register in the 2011-2018 timeframe. 

The LoA will also give entitlement to Classification and Labelling information, a listing of exposure scenarios covered, and some key information for use up and down the supply chain. The LoA will not provide support from the Copper Consortium, or from the European Copper Institute, on issues related to the registration by individual legal entities. This service can only be obtained via full Consortium membership. 

The cost of a LoA will be determined in February 2010, once the full cost of the registration dossier is more clearly known. It will be at a discount to full membership, given the reduced data requirements for the smaller tonnage bands. Terms and conditions will meet the requirement of reasonableness. 

For those requiring permission to refer to the Joint Dossier, prior to the first Registration deadline of December 2010, a LoA can be made available, but at the same cost as full membership in the Consortium. 
Data-Sharing
As of this date, no copper pre-registrant, declaring ownership of data to share, has come forward with any concrete information when requested.  

In case of questions, please contact reach@eurocopper.org 
Avenue de Tervueren 168, b-10 ( B-1150 Brussels, Belgium

Tel.: +32-2-777 70 70 ( Fax: +32-2-777 70 79 ( E-mail : eci@eurocopper.org ( RCB-HRB : 633 764 ( TVA-BTW : BE 465 825 474
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